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From: Don Mclean 
To: Eowyn Spencer 
Subject: Action needed on wetland protection 
Date: Saturday, March 18, 2023 9:19:30 PM 

Dear Eoywn, 

Could you please share this letter with the Board members of the GRCA. 

I have been examining the problematic changes made to the Ontario Wetland Evaluation 
System by the current provincial Progressive Conservative government. I think there is a great 
need and clear reasons for federal government intervention to challenge these changes. So I’m 
urging GRCA board members to ask the federal minister of the Environment Steven 
Guilbeault and his colleague Jonathan Wilkinson, the Minister of Natural Resources, to 
urgently act in defence of wetlands and their benefits. 

As you know the changes to the OWES have many disturbing aspects. These include the 
abolition of the category of wetland complexes; the elimination from scoring of the presence 
of endangered species and their habitat; and the removal of required oversight of wetland 
evaluations by provincial ministry officials. This appears to leave us with a situation where a 
landowner or developer can hire someone to evaluate or re-evaluate wetlands and the only 
remaining required oversight is at the municipal level where there is no or very limited 
ecological expertise. It appears that the expertise of the Conservation Authorities is also 
bypassed both by changes to the OWES and by Bill 23 rules that forbid CA advice to 
municipalities. I believe you are disturbed by these changes.  Conservation Ontario has 
strongly expressed these concerns on your behalf but without achieving the necessary changes. 

However, the federal government can and should intervene to advance the CA and public 
concerns about the changes to the OWES.  The OWES originated in 1980 as a joint federal-
Ontario project where the Canadian Wildlife Service played a key role. This was entirely 
reasonable and appropriate because there are multiple federal interests and responsibilities 
associated with the protection of wetlands. Specifically, these include federal responsibilities 
for the protection and recovery of endangered species, and for the protection and enhancement 
of fish habitat. The federal government has also long been constitutionally mandated to ensure 
Indigenous Rights and the implementation of treaties with First Nations. More recently, 
federal responsibility has been recognized, including by the courts, to address the climate 
crisis, and wetlands play crucial roles in sequestering carbon and limiting the effects of 
extreme weather events. Recently, the federal government hosted the 15th Conference of the 
Parties on the UN Convention on Biodiversity and committed Canada to protection of at least 
30 percent of our nation’s lands and waters by 2030. I would argue the protection of our 
remaining wetlands is crucial to Canada’s successful implementation of this Convention. For 
further evidence of the critical role of the federal government I invite you to review this short 
federal public service announcement currently on social media at 
https://youtu.be/bDoAK7iyweA. 

In light of all of these reasons, I urge your Board to publicly urge the federal government to 
press Ontario’s government to repeal the recent changes to the OWES and to consult 
thoroughly with Conservation Authorities on these matters. 

Sincerely, 

Don McLean 
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From: marie.p.covert@gmail.com 
To: Jaime.Tellier@conservationhamilton.ca; Tamara.Chipperfield@cvc.ca; gbivol@npca.ca; Eowyn Spencer; 

admin@hrca.on.ca 
Subject: Letters to the Federal Government?? 
Date: Monday, March 20, 2023 10:55:19 AM 

Dear Conservation Authorities, 

I am one of your biggest fans!!  I tell everyone about the wonderful work that you do to keep us safe 
and to protect our drinking water.  I know you are patrolling flood waters at night, while the rest of 
us sleep peacefully in our beds. 

I am always surprised that so few people know that Ontario is the only province lucky enough to 
have Conservation Authorities – the only province to have experts like you, with decades of 
experience and knowledge, to make our homes and cities safer.  Many thanks for all that you do, on 
a daily basis. 

I know that the provincial government has made a terrible mistake in limiting your oversight, your 
permitting regulations, your advice to municipalities.  Flooding, erosion, lack of clean drinking water 
are only a few of the risks that citizens now face as a result of Premier Ford’s decision to reduce your 
capabilities.  I also know that writing to the provincial ministers is a waste of time as they will blindly 
follow where Ford leads. 

Consequently, I ask you to please write to the members of the Federal government, both local MPs 
and Ministers, such as Steven Guilbault, to request their intervention in Ford’s decisions.  The federal 
government is responsible for the protection of endangered species and of fish habitat (both of 
which are now threatened by Ford’s new regulations) so they have the moral obligation AND the 
legal jurisdiction to repeal Bill 23 and its adjacent rules, e.g. the gutting of the Greenbelt.  Also, 
OWES originated as a joint Federal-Ontario project so the fact that it will now be misused by self-
proclaimed experts should be of grave concern to Federal government officials. The Environment 
and Climate Change are also part of Minister Guilbault’s portfolio. 

There are many reasons that the Federal government should intervene swiftly to stop unsafe 
developments, especially in view of the climate crisis.  I am sure you can write very convincing, 
comprehensive letters to members of the federal government to request their immediate 
interference with Ford’s plans to put the province in jeopardy.  We must escalate the issues at this 
point.  Write to PM Trudeau! I’m sure you have seen the new television commercials and Facebook 
ads where the Feds tout the value of wetlands and grasslands.  If they are earnest in this appeal, 
they must intervene. 

Sorry for the length of this e-mail.  I live in Dundas, just below the Ancaster Hill and we already see 
evidence of development in the area around the airport.  Trees are being clear cut and there is no 
plan to preserve any natural features; it is all about $$$’s.  There is an urgency here as trees have 
already been razed and excavators are on site. 

Thank you for all that you have done and will do in the future to stem the destruction of our natural 
heritage. 

Regards, 
Marie Covert 2
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From: 
To: ahorwath-qp@ndp.on.ca; jburch-co@ndp.on.ca; fhassan-co@ndp.on.ca; trakocevic-qp@ndp.on.ca; mstiles-

qp@ndp.on.ca; cglover-co@ndp.on.ca; jbell-qp@ndp.on.ca; jandrew-qp@ndp.on.ca; smorrison-qp@ndp.on.ca; 
tabunsp-qp@ndp.on.ca; rberns-mcgown-qp@ndp.on.ca; dbegum-qp@ndp.on.ca; mmantha-qp@ndp.on.ca; 
gsingh-qp@ndp.on.ca; pmiller-qp@ndp.on.ca; mtaylor-qp@ndp.on.ca; sshaw-co@ndp.on.ca; gbourgouin-
qp@ndp.on.ca; smamakwa-qp@ndp.on.ca; iarthur-qp@ndp.on.ca; llindo-qp@ndp.on.ca; 
Jaime.Tellier@conservationhamilton.ca; Tamara.Chipperfield@cvc.ca; gbivol@npca.ca; Eowyn Spencer; 
admin@hrca.on.ca 

Subject: Protecting Ontario"s Wetlands 
Date: Monday, March 20, 2023 11:47:58 AM 

PLEASE! 
We need to act now to protect wetlands in Hamilton and across Ontario!
Major Ontario wetlands are threatened by changes to their protected status in
Ontario. Doug Ford's provincial Progressive Conservative government has drastically
changed the long-standing Ontario Wetland Evaluation System (OWES). 

OWES was designed in 1980 as a federal-Ontario joint project and therefore the
federal government must intervene to preserve it. The key outcome of establishing
OWES was identifying Provincially Significant Wetlands (PSWs) and their legislated
protection. PSWs in the Hamilton area include the Beverly Swamp, the Wainfleet Bog,
Fletcher Creek Fens and Cootes Paradise, all of which have been identified as
“wetland complexes”. 

The major changes made by the Ford government to OWES include:
Abolishing the Wetland Complexes and Locally Significant Wetland categories.
Removing the presence of endangered species as a factor.
Removing oversight by provincial ministries of decisions affecting wetlands.
Eliminating input from Conservation Authorities and other recognized experts,
resulting in oversight limited to municipalities without ecological expertise.
Delegating wetland evaluation to any private company that has taken a five-day
training course, the consequence of which is that developers will be able to
effectively decide whether a particular wetland has any importance. 

The federal government is responsible for: Protecting endangered species and fish
habitats; Ensuring Indigenous rights and promoting reconciliation; Taking the lead on
climate action; Providing bailouts for damage caused by major flooding and extreme
weather events. 

The federal government recently hosted COP 15 and signed the UN Convention on
Biodiversity, committing to 30-by-30 (protection of at least 30 percent of Canada’s
lands and waters by 2030). 

Challenging Ontario's dismantling of OWES is a must to keep this promise. 

Please add your voice to demands for federal action. 

Sincerely, 

Ellen Tolmie 
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